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Ch 7: Heritage & Culture
Policies:
• HC1: Heritage conservation and growth
• HC2: World Heritage Sites
• HC3: Strategic and Local Views
• HC4: London View Management Framework
• HC5: Supporting London’s culture and creative industries
• HC6: Supporting the night-time economy
• HC7: Protecting public houses



HC1: Heritage conservation and growth
• Ensuring the identification and sensitive management of London’s heritage assets in 

tandem with promotion of the highest standards of modern architecture will be essential 
to maintaining the blend of old and new that gives the capital its unique character. 

• London’s heritage reflects the city’s diversity, its people and their impact on its structure. When 
assessing the significance of heritage assets, it is important to appreciate the influence of past human 
cultural activity from all sections of London’s diverse community. Every opportunity to bring the 
story of London to people and improve the accessibility and maintenance of London’s heritage 
should be exploited.







HC1: Heritage conservation and growth
Development Plans and strategies should demonstrate a clear understanding of the historic environment and the 
heritage values of sites or areas and their relationship with their surroundings. 
This knowledge should be used to inform the effective integration of London’s heritage in regenerative change by:

1. Setting out a clear vision that recognises and embeds the role of heritage in place-making

2. Utilising the heritage significance of a site or area in the planning and design process

3. Integrating the conservation and enhancement of heritage assets and their settings with innovative and creative 
contextual architectural responses that contribute to their significance and sense of place

4. Delivering positive benefits that sustain and enhance the historic environment, as well as contributing to the          
economic viability, accessibility and environmental quality of a place, and to social wellbeing



Battersea Power Station

Achieving “effective integration of London’s 
heritage in regenerative change by setting out a 
clear vision that recognises and embeds the role 
of heritage in place-making”
Ch 7 HC1
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National Maritime Museum, Greenwich

“Integrating the conservation and enhancement 
of heritage assets and their settings with 
innovative and creative contextual architectural 
responses that contribute to their significance 
and sense of place.”
Ch 7 HC1
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National Portrait Gallery

“Integrating the conservation and enhancement 
of heritage assets and their settings with 
innovative and creative contextual architectural 
responses that contribute to their significance 
and sense of place.”
Ch 7 HC1
www.purcelluk.com



HC2: World Heritage Sites



HC2:  World Heritage Sites

The context of each of the four London World Heritage Sites is markedly different and the qualities of each is 
conditioned by the character and form of its surroundings as well as other cultural, intellectual, spatial or functional 
relationships. 

The surrounding built environment must be carefully managed to ensure that the attributes of the World Heritage 
Sites that make them of Outstanding Universal Value are protected and enhanced, while allowing the surrounding 
area to change and evolve as it has for centuries.



Battersea Power Station

HC3: Strategic and Local Views
HC4: London View Management Framework



HC5:  Supporting London’s culture and creative industries
The continued growth and evolution of London’s diverse cultural facilities and creative industries is supported. 
In Local Plans and through planning decisions, boroughs should:

• protect existing cultural venues, facilities and uses and support the development of new cultural venues in town 
centres

• identify and promote new, or enhance existing, locally-distinct clusters of cultural facilities, venues and related 
uses defined as Cultural Quarters, especially where they can provide an anchor for local regeneration and 
town centre renewal

• consider the use of vacant properties and land for pop-ups or meanwhile uses for cultural and creative 
activities during the day and at night-time to stimulate vibrancy and viability and promote diversity in town 
centres, Cultural Quarters and other areas

• seek to ensure that Opportunity Areas and large-scale mixed-use developments include new cultural venues 
and/or facilities and spaces for outdoor cultural events.









HC5:  Supporting London’s culture and creative industries

Boroughs are encouraged to work with the Mayor and relevant stakeholders to identify Creative Enterprise Zones 
in Local Plans:

• in areas that have emerging or existing clusters of creative industries; or

• in areas of identified demand and more deprived areas where there is evidence that the designation of a 
Creative Enterprise Zone will enhance the local economy and provide facilities and workspace for the creative 
industries.







• Boroughs should develop a vision for the night-
time economy, supporting its growth and 
diversification, in particular within strategic areas 
of night-time activity, building on the Mayor’s 
Vision for London as a 24-Hour City.

• Protect and support evening and night-time 
cultural venues such as pubs, night clubs, theatres, 
cinemas and music and other arts venues

HC6:  Supporting the night-time economy





• Extended hours and day and night uses for shops, 
cafés, libraries, theatres and museums.

• Enjoying the public spaces of the city at night is an 
important part of the night-time experience.

HC6:  Supporting the night-time economy

Natural History Museum Hintze Hall







Pubs are a unique and intrinsic part of British culture. 
Many pubs are steeped in history and are part of London’s 
built, social and cultural heritage. Whether alone, or as part of 
a cultural mix of activities or venues, pubs are often an 
integral part of an area’s day, evening and night-time culture 
and economy. An individual pub can also be at the heart of a 
community’s social life often providing a local meeting place, a 
venue for entertainment or a focus for social gatherings. 

Closing time: London’s public houses, GLA April 2017 

HC7: Protecting public houses 

• Historic pubs might be protected and considered in 
Development Plans as contributors to regeneration, 
particularly in Cultural Quarters

• Pubs might be considered Assets of Community Value

• New pubs might be included in plans as 
Agents of Change
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