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Four years in the Royal Docks - Tim Peake



Royal Docks Communities 
Voice is a space for people 
who live, work and/or 
volunteer in London’s Royal 
Docks. 

Established in 2016 it 
currently has a FB group of 
900 and full membership of 
circa 100



Why now?
What does innovation look like in 

participatory and deliberative 
democracy? What can we learn 
from innovative practice around 

the world?



French student poster 1969
Arnstein, S.R. (1969), "A Ladder of Citizen Participation",

http://lithgow-schmidt.dk/sherry-arnstein/ladder-of-citizen-participation.html


Why here?
What is the role of co-production 
in planning and delivering public 
services especially regeneration 

and the built environment?



‘....land and property 
market opportunities 
for investment in the 
area of the borough 
described as an ‘Arc 
of Opportunity’, 
stretching from 
Stratford, through 
Canning Town, 
Custom House and 
the Royal Docks.’

https://criticalspatialpractice.co.uk
/music-for-masterplanning-2016-
17/

https://criticalspatialpractice.co.uk/music-for-masterplanning-2016-17/




What happens?
A Delivery Plan for the Royal Docks: 
Initial 2hr community meeting with 
the Royal Docks team 16.11.2017. 

Next meeting 1 year later: 
Summary of plan. 



Designed to accelerate 
economic and housing 
growth
Enables business rate 
income to be retained 
and recycled locally 
for 25 years
Conservative estimate 
= approx. £100m 
income over the EZ 
lifetime
• EZ area 
covers 125ha of Royal 
Docks
• Potential for 
up to 40,000 jobs and 
4,000 homes



















Who decides?
Community led co-creative events 

v ‘Join the Docks’  



A detailed community 
led mapping and plan 
making proposal for the 
Royal Docks was 
initiated by RDCV in 
October 2018. Looking 
at both historic and 
current plans for the 
neighbourhood.







Royal Docks 
Team launch 
consultation 

plan - July 2019 







Where next?
Community co-produced 

programme of projects and city in 
the city festival 2020:

Sager der Samler is “Citizen 
Change” 

http://sagerdersamler.dk/english/

http://sagerdersamler.dk/english/

http://sagerdersamler.dk/english/
http://sagerdersamler.dk/english/




5 missing pieces
to establish meaningful 

participatory practices and support 
community wealth building 

- open access community data platform
- capacity building training for authority and 

community
- declared public value to participation by 

senior authority and political leaders
- authority commitment to co- produced and 

deliberated strategy and plans
- independent evaluation of engagement 

processes 








