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PROGRAMME

This breakfast talk will explore and 
discuss community participation in urban 
planning and regeneration. We will 
consider currently the most effective 
processes enabling citizen participation 
in shaping places and regeneration. 
What can we learn from these to support 
development in the Royal Docks that 
involves and benefits communities?

The London Borough of Newham’s 
Community Wealth Building agenda and 
the Royal Docks aspiration to be a place 
that benefits communities provides 
a unique opportunity to explore exciting 
new ways to engage the community. 

A range of speakers with different 
expertise will showcase current, emerging 
and innovative practices that enable 
communities to co-design and co-produce 
places. This breakfast talk aims to create 
a forum for debate amongst different 
stakeholders: developers, planners, 
architects, authorities and communities 
about the efficacy of current models and 
what is needed to enable the emergence 
of transformative practices where 
communities have a genuine say in the 
shaping of their neighbourhoods.

08:30 
Welcome from Chair

Benjamin O’Connor 
Director, New London Architecture

08:35 
 
Sarah Atkinson 
Community Relations Manager, Royal Docks Team

08:40 
 
Gail May 
Director of Civic Engagement, 
University of East London

08:45 
 
Torange Khonsari  
Director, Public Works and Course Leader,  
London Metropolitan University

08:50 
 
Tim Peake 
Royal Docks Communities Voice,  
Royal Docks Neighbourhood Plan 

08:55 
Panel discussion and Q&A

09:30 
Breakfast talk ends.  
NLA Crystal space open to see the model, 
exhibition and film.

10:00 
Event ends

#NLARoyaldocks



BIOGRAPHIES

Sarah Atkinson 
Community Relations Manager, 
Royal Docks Team

Sarah Atkinson works as 
Community Relations Manager 
for the Royal Docks Team, 
which is a joint initiative of the 
Mayor of London and the 
Mayor of Newham overseeing 

the regeneration of the Royal Docks. She has 
worked as a consultant on urban planning in 
London and on urban development policy for 
UN Agencies. Sarah’s background is in civic 
participation in service design and she has 
managed programmes for international NGOs 
and worked with UN Agencies in Africa, Asia 
and Europe to redesign services across youth 
participation, education, health and human 
rights. She has a particular interest in using 
collaboration and human centred design 
processes to support social innovation in the 
built environment.  
@YourRoyalDocks

Gail May 
Director of Civic Engagement, 
University of East London 
 

Gail is the Director of Civic 
Engagement at the University 
of East London where her role 
is stimulate, support and 
develop a broad range of 
community-university 

engagement including student volunteering 
and engagement with research. Gail has 
worked in education for 25 years, starting her 
career as a secondary school 
teacher in Newham. 
@UniofEastLondon

 

Torange Khonsari  
Director, Public Works 
and Course Leader, 
London Metropolitan University

 Torange Khonsari is 
Co-Founder and Director of 
the art and architecture 
practice Public Works since 
2004, an inter- disciplinary 
practice working on 

community engaged public art, performative 
events, architecture, and urban commons. Her 
projects directly impact public space, working 
with local organisations, communities, 
government bodies and stakeholders. She is a 
consultant to GLA on their SAT panel on 
community engagement, whilst also being 
trustee to grassroots organisations. Torange 
has currently written and is course leader of 
Design for Cultural Commons Masters at The 
Cass (London Metropolitan University). She has 
taught at international universities such as 
UMA school of architecture in Sweden, unit 
leader at Royal College of Art - London as well 
as a visiting professor at Barbican and 
Guildhall school of Music and Drama and 
international university of Catelonia. Torange 
recently delivered a TEDx talk on Harnessing 
the power of Civic Commons in cities.  
@LondonMetUni

Tim Peake 
Royal Docks Communities Voice, 
Royal Docks Neighbourhood Plan  

Tim is an urban designer and 
community practitioner with 
over 30 years’ experience 
working in the development 
and regeneration sectors. As a 
chartered architect, 

organisational designer and change manager, 
his work focuses on the use of design thinking 
and spatial analysis to develop ethical 
evidence-based planning processes, conceptual 
models and delivery strategies. 
@tim_programma 

Benjamin O’Connor 
Director, New London Architecture 
 

Benjamin is a Director of NLA 
and started as Director of The 
City Centre in September 
2015 developing several new 
streams of activity including 
an Education programme, 

Exhibitions, Public Events and a brand new 
Private Hire offer. Shortly after the Lord Mayor 
opened The City Centre to the public, Benjamin 
took on the role as Director of the One City 
project, a new digital platform for promoting 
the best the City has to offer to City workers.
Benjamin comes to the City from his role as 
Head of Operations at the Garden Museum 
which is where he developed his interest and 
expertise in green infrastructure and public 
space, two key focal points for the Centre’s 
activity. Prior to his role at the Garden 
Museum, Benjamin worked as a Gallery 
Manager 
for a private commercial gallery. He trained in 
Fine Art to MA level at Central Saint Martin’s 
School of Art and Design, has been a Features 
Editor for an online lifestyle magazine and sits 
on a number of committees for 
Cultural Development. 
@nlalondon



NLA FORTHCOMING EVENTS

NEW LONDON NEIGHBOURHOOD TOURS
— Walking Tours
Ticketed, £14–£18

Discover London’s latest architecture on the New 
London Neighbourhood Tours. 
 
Olympic Park — Sat 15 Feb, 14:00–16:00 
Bankside — Wed 26 Feb, 10:30–12:30 
King’s Cross — Wed 11 Mar, 10:30–12:30 
Regent’s Canal  — Wed 08 Apr, 10:30–12:30

FRIDAYS: MODEL TALKS 
Free

These free lunchtime talks give visitors the 
opportunity to learn first hand about London’s newest 
architecture and development. Our free model talks 
take place every Friday at 12:30.   
 
New London Model talk and Vu.City model talk 
City of London Model Talk 
Royal Docks Model and Exhibitions Talk
Further information on the website

DON’T MOVE, IMPROVE! 2020 —  
PRIVATE VIEW AND WINNERS ANNOUNCEMENT
Tuesday 11 February, 18:30–20:30 — Private View
Free – Members only

Join us as we reveal the exhibition, annual magazine 
and announce the winners of Don’t Move, Improve! 
2020 Celebrating London’s best-designed and most 
innovative home extensions completed in the last two 
years, this exhibition showcases over 100 of the best 
interventions from architects working with London’s 
eclectic mix of building types.
Programme Champions: Day True, Timber Trade Federation,  
Wood Campus 
Programme Supporters: Architects’ Republic, Home Notes 
Media Partners: Homes & Property, Wallpaper 
Partner: RIBA London 
Charity Partner: Article 25

THE LONDON BOROUGHS 2020
Friday 14 February, 08:30–09:30 — Breakfast Talk
Free

Launching NLA’s 2020 report, ‘The London Boroughs’ 
this breakfast talk will explore some of the key 
developments and data in more detail. 
Programme Champions: Countryside, L&Q, Swan NU Living 
Programme Supporters: CGL, Clarion Housing Group

LET’S TALK HOTELS
Wednesday 19 February, 18:00–20:30  
— Evening Lecture
Free – Members only

This evening talk brings together local authorities and 
hotel operators to have a conversation on hotels social 
value, balancing diverse demands and planning for the 
future of hospitality in the city.
Programme Champion: Axiom Architects 
Programme Supporter: Dexter Moren Associates

DISSECTING THE NEW LONDON PLAN
Wednesday 26 February, 09:00–13:00  
— Half-Day Conference
£169 +VAT / Free for Members

This half-day conference presents the key aspects that 
the industry will need to consider when planning for 
the future of the city.
Programme Supporter: BECG

PUBLIC AMENITIES: WHAT ELEMENTS MAKE 
SPACES PUBLIC? POWERED BY PECHAKUCHA
Thursday 27 February, 18:30–20:30 — PechaKucha
Free

Toilets, water fountains, benches, wi-fi spots and bus 
stops. An evening of quick-fire presentations from 
London’s most innovative and creative thinkers on 
the often-unnoticed small fundamentals that make 
spaces truly public.
Programme Supporter: WSP

To book or for more information about our upcoming 
events and exhibitions please visit nla.london


