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VISUALISING THE FUTURE – 
DIGITAL IMAGES OF THE CITY

Thursday 23 January 2020, 08:30-09:30

The City Centre, 80 Basinghall St, London EC2V 5AR, United Kingdom
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PROGRAMME

The graphic representation of new 
developments has changed dramatically 
as technology has evolved. With 
tools such as virtual reality we are 
able to experience a place before 
breaking ground. 

These graphics provide a window into 
a potential future – it represents how we 
see the city evolving.

This breakfast talk brings together 
illustrators, producers and industry 
experts to discuss these new technologies 
and new graphic approaches to 
representing our changing city. How 
accurate are these depictions of a future 
reality? How much of what we visualise 
is shaped by practicalities and how much 
is idealism? How far do they actually 
influence the final physical place?

08:30 
Welcome from Chair

Benjamin O’Connor 
Director, New London Architecture

08:35 
 
Graham McCormick 
Planning Director, Hayes Davidson

08:45 
 
Cobus Bothma 
Director of Applied Research, KPF

08:55 
 
Dr Sophia Banou 
Lecturer, UWE Bristol

09:05 
Panel discussion and Q&A 
speakers above plus: 
 
Gwyn Richards  
Assistant Director (Design), City of London  
 
Paul Oesten-Creasey 
Head of Research and Development, VU.CITY

09:20 
Questions from the audience

09:30 
Close

#NLACity



BIOGRAPHIES

Dr Sophia Banou 
Lecturer, UWE Bristol

Sophia is a Lecturer in 
Architecture at UWE Bristol. 
She has studied architecture in 
Athens, Edinburgh and 
Newcastle. Her research is 
concerned with questions of 

representation, mediality and mediation in 
architecture and design. She is an editor for 
Drawing On: Journal of Architectural Research 
by Design and the co-editor of Charrette, the 
journal of the Association of Architectural 
Educators. Her work has been published and 
exhibited internationally, and can be found in 
permanent collections in Europe and the USA. 

@UWEBristol

Benjamin O’Connor 
Director, New London Architecture 

Benjamin is a Director of NLA 
and started as Director of The 
City Centre in September 
2015 developing several new 
streams of activity including 
an Education programme, 

Exhibitions, Public Events and a brand new 
Private Hire offer. Shortly after the Lord Mayor 
opened The City Centre to the public, Benjamin 
took on the role as Director of the One City 
project, a new digital platform for promoting 
the best the City has to offer to City workers.
Benjamin comes to the City from his role as 
Head of Operations at the Garden Museum 
which is where he developed his interest and 
expertise in green infrastructure and public 
space, two key focal points for the Centre’s 
activity. Prior to his role at the Garden 
Museum, Benjamin worked as a Gallery 
Manager for a private commercial gallery. He 
trained in Fine Art to MA level at Central Saint 
Martin’s School of Art and Design, has been a 
Features Editor for an online lifestyle magazine 
and sits on a number of committees for 
Cultural Development.

@nlalondon 

 

Cobus Bothma 
Director of Applied Research, 
KPF

 Cobus has over 25 years’ 
experience in design within 
the construction and 
automotive industry, 
developing bespoke products 
for commercial, hospitality 

and leisure use. His key skills include the 
generation of complex architectural 3D 
geometry, data generation and visualisation. 
Since joining KPF in 2008, Cobus has been part 
of the Abu Dhabi International Airport team. 
Currently in London, Cobus is working on a 
masterplan in Bermondsey, providing the team 
with environmental analysis and unit 
optimisation. He is also providing 
environmental analysis for a student housing 
project near London Bridge and further along 
the river for Southbank Place he is using AR 
and VR for advanced visualization of design 
options and is generating computational scripts 
for building impact analysis on early studies of 
various projects in London. In addition to 
project work, Cobus oversees the firm wide 
applied research and development effort.

@KohnPedersenFox

Paul Oesten-Creasey 
Head of Research and 
Development, VU.CITY 

Paul is Head of Research and 
Development at VU.CITY, a 
platform that provides clarity 
to built environment 
professionals through the use 
of 3D technology, data 

visualization, and game engine technology. 
Paul has 12 years experience in architectural 
visualisation and was instrumental in the 
founding of VU.CITY and it’s continuing 
success.

@CaptainPOC 
@VUCITY_

Graham McCormick 
Planning Director, Hayes Davidson

 Graham joined the studio in 
2014, bringing with him over 
a decade of architectural 
illustration experience. As 
Planning Director, he is 
responsible for leading the 

Planning team, ensuring the quality and 
accuracy of the studio’s Verified and Illustrative 
Planning projects, whilst collaborating with and 
guiding clients throughout the creation 
process. Graham has worked alongside 
developers and architects including Adjaye 
Associates, AHMM, BDP, British Land and 
Stanton Williams.

@HayesDavidson

Gwyn Richards  
Assistant Director (Design), 
City of London

Gwyn is Head of Design within 
the development management 
division of the City of London’s 
planning team. Richards, who 
has worked at the corporation 
for eight years, leads a team 

of design officers negotiating with developers 
submitting planning applications. Prior to 
working at the corporation, Richards was area 
design and conservation officer at Westminster 
City Council, and also held the same role at 
London Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.

@cityoflondon



NLA FORTHCOMING EVENTS

NEW LONDON NEIGHBOURHOOD TOURS
— Walking Tours
Ticketed, £14–£18

Discover London’s latest architecture on the New 
London Neighbourhood Tours.

The City — Wed 29 Jan, 10:30–12:30 
Olympic Park — Sat 15 Feb, 14:00–16:00 
Bankside — Wed 26 Feb, 10:30–12:30 
King’s Cross — Wed 11 Mar, 10:30–12:30

COMMUNITY IDEAS. POWERED BY PECHAKUCHA
Tuesday 28 January, 18:30–20:00 — PechaKucha
Free

An evening to showcase projects and illustrate 
best practice for community participation in the 
built environment. 

DON’T MOVE, IMPROVE! 2020 —  
PRIVATE VIEW AND WINNERS ANNOUNCEMENT
Tuesday 11 February, 18:30–20:30 — Private View
Free – Members only

Join us as we reveal the exhibition, annual magazine 
and announce the winners of Don’t Move, Improve! 
2020 Celebrating London’s best-designed and most 
innovative home extensions completed in the last two 
years, this exhibition showcases over 100 of the best 
interventions from architects working with London’s 
eclectic mix of building types.
Programme Champions: Day True, Timber Trade Federation,  
Wood Campus 
Programme Supporters: Architects’ Republic, Home Notes 
Media Partners: Homes & Property, Wallpaper 
Partner: RIBA London 
Charity Partner: Article 25

THE LONDON BOROUGHS 2020
Friday 14 February, 08:30–09:30 — Breakfast Talk
Free

Launching NLA’s 2020 report, ‘The London Boroughs’ 
this breakfast talk will explore some of the key 
developments and data in more detail. 
Programme Champions: Countryside, L&Q, Swan NU Living 
Programme Supporters: CGL, Clarion Housing Group

LET’S TALK HOTELS
Wednesday 19 February, 18:00–20:30  
— Evening Lecture
Free – Members only

This evening talk brings together local authorities and 
hotel operators to have a conversation on hotels social 
value, balancing diverse demands and planning for the 
future of hospitality in the city.
Programme Champion: Axiom Architects 
Programme Supporter: Dexter Moren Associates

DISSECTING THE NEW LONDON PLAN
Wednesday 26 February, 09:00–13:00  
— Half-Day Conference
£169 +VAT / Free for Members

This half-day conference presents the key aspects that 
the industry will need to consider when planning for 
the future of the city.
Programme Supporter: BECG

PUBLIC AMENITIES: WHAT ELEMENTS MAKE 
SPACES PUBLIC? POWERED BY PECHAKUCHA
Thursday 27 February, 18:30–20:30  — PechaKucha
Free

Toilets, water fountains, benches, wi-fi spots and bus 
stops. An evening of quick-fire presentations from 
London’s most innovative and creative thinkers on 
the often-unnoticed small fundamentals that make 
spaces truly public.
Programme Supporter: WSP

To book or for more information about our upcoming 
events and exhibitions please visit nla.london


