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PROGRAMME

Our first event of 2020 will be an 
industry-critical briefing which will 
provide key insights into the challenges 
and opportunities for London’s built 
environment community in the coming 
year. We will be looking at the state 
of a wide range of topics including 
planning, housing delivery, transport 
and infrastructure.

Bringing together key speakers, critical 
intelligence will be shared on the impact 
of Brexit and of economic policies on good 
growth in the capital.

18:15 
Arrivals

18:30 
Welcome from Chair

Lara Kinneir 
Director, New London Architecture

18:35 
A look ahead

Professor Tony Travers 
Director, LSE London

18:45 
Responses

Vicky Pryce 
Economist and business consultant

Noble Francis  
Economics Director, CPA 

Alexander Jan 
Chair at Bee Midtown, Chief Economist at ARUP

Digby Flower  
Chairman UK & Ireland, Cushman & Wakefield

19:15 
Discussion and Q&A

20:00 
Drinks and networking

21:00 
Close



BIOGRAPHIES

Digby Flower 
Chairman UK & Ireland, 
Cushman & Wakefield

Digby is the Chair for UK & 
Ireland of Cushman & 
Wakefield, responsible for the 
performance and development 
of the firm’s UK business. 
Spanning more than 30 years 

Digby’s career has been divided between 
advising developers on the design and leasing 
of major projects and occupiers on their 
property strategies and the implementation of 
these strategies. He has been involved in many 
major projects which have shaped the city and 
its skyline including Bankside, Cardinal Place, 
New Street Square and 20 Fenchurch Street 
(The Walkie Talkie), South Bank Place and 
Principal Place. Digby has advised occupational 
clients including Citi, State Street, PwC, 
Freshfields, Ashurst and Mayer Brown putting 
property at the heart of their 
business planning.

@CushWakeUK

Noble Francis  
Economics Director, CPA 

Noble is the Economics 
Director at the Construction 
Products Association, where 
he oversees one of the most 
respected teams of economists 
in the industry, producing the 

quarterly Construction Industry Forecasts, 
Construction Trade Surveys, State of Trade 
Surveys and various bespoke research.  With a 
Masters Degree in Economics and a PhD in 
Applied Econometrics, Noble has over 15 years 
of experience producing economic forecasts. 
He and his team’s work are regularly featured 
in the Financial Times and numerous UK 
construction trade press. In 2018 Noble was 
appointed Honorary Professor at the Bartlett 
School of Construction and Project 
Management at UCL.

@CPA_Tweets @NobleFrancis 

Alexander Jan 
Chair at Bee Midtown,  
Chief Economist at Arup

Alex is chief economist at 
Arup, the leading built 
environment consultancy. He 
leads projects often involve 
economic analysis with a 
financing and funding focus. 

Alex has worked extensively with business 
improvement districts, local authorities and 
governments internationally on their growth 
and economic development strategies often 
with a transport component. Last year, he was 
project director for the West End Good Growth 
study for the GLA and City of Westminster. 
Alex led work on the GLA’s original London 
2050 Infrastructure Plan and has overseen 
subsequent commissions to help develop the 
authority’s infrastructure capital strategy.  He 
has led economic analysis and development 
studies for London City airport, the Royal 
Docks and the (pre-opening) effects of Crossrail 
on the real estate market.  Alex was recently 
appointed as Chair of Bee-Midtown, the 
business improvement district for Holborn, 
Farringdon and Clerkenwell.

@ArupGroup @Alex_Jan_London

Lara Kinneir 
Director, New London Architecture 

Educated in architecture, 
Lara’s work focuses on 
enabling design and 
innovation for the betterment 
of the city. With a 
multidisciplinary design and 

strategy background, she has worked in 
architectural and urban design practices, 
academia, local government and the charity 
sector for the past 15 years. Her portfolio 
includes the design and client management of 
major regeneration projects in London, leading 
a community education programme in Sao 
Paulo, masterplanning in Madrid, Moscow and 
Jerusalem, and building timber framed homes 
across Europe. She is a member of the 
Northern Ireland Ministerial Advisory Group for 
Architecture and the Built Environment, 
co-ordinates a network on Urban Governance 
in UN Habitat’s Universities Network Initiative, 
and is currently completing a PhD entitled 
‘Enabling the Practice of Design within the 
Governance of the City’.

@nlalondon

Vicky Pryce  
Economist and  
business consultant 

 Vicky Pryce is currently Chief 
Economic Adviser and board 
member of the centre for 
Economics and Business 
Research(CEBR). She was 
previously Senior Managing 

Director at FTI Consulting; Director General for 
Economics at the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS); and Joint Head of 
the UK Government Economics Service where 
she was responsible for evidence based policy 
and for encouraging measures that promoted 
greater productivity in the UK economy. Before 
that she was Partner and Chief Economist at 
KPMG after holding senior economist positions 
in banking and the oil sector. Vicky co-founded 
GoodCorporation, a company set up to promote 
corporate social responsibility. She is patron of 
‘Pro-bono Economics’ and ‘Working Chance’ 
and has served as Master of one of the City of 
London’s Livery Companies. She has held a 
number of academic posts and is Fellow of the 
Society of Professional Economists, on the 
Council of the Academy of Social Sciences and 
a Companion of the British Academy of 
Management.  
@realVickyPryce

Professor Tony Travers 
Director, LSE London

Tony is director of LSE 
London, a research centre at 
the London School of 
Economics. He is also a 
professor in the LSE’s 
Government Department. His 

key research interests include public finance, 
local/ regional government and London 
government. In 2012-13, he chaired the 
London Finance Commission and is currently a 
member of the City Growth Commission. He 
has recently been an advisor to the House of 
Commons Education Select Committee and also 
the Communities and Local Government Select 
Committee. He is a research board member of 
the Centre for Cities and a board member of 
the New Local Government Network. He is an 
Honorary Member of the Chartered Institute of 
Public Finance & Accountancy.

@LSEnews



NLA FORTHCOMING EVENTS

NEW LONDON NEIGHBOURHOOD TOURS
Walking Tours
Ticketed, £14–£18

Discover London’s latest architecture on the New 
London Neighbourhood Tours.

The City — Wed 29 Jan, 10:30–12:30 
Olympic Park — Sat 15 Feb, 14:00–16:00 
Bankside — Wed 26 Feb, 10:30–12:30 
King’s Cross — Wed 11 Mar, 10:30–12:30

PRACTICAL STEPS FOR FUTURE-PROOFING STREETS
Friday 17 January, 08:30–09:30 — Breakfast Talk
Free

In this breakfast talk we will hear about practical 
interventions to improve streets in a period of 
fast technological change. Examples from London 
as well as other cities will be presented to show 
practical design elements and approaches that 
could be replicated.

CIVIC CHARMS: FROM TOWN HALL TO PUBLIC USE
Tuesday 21 January, 18:30–20:30 — Evening Lecture
Free

Join us at this evening talk, to hear from the project 
team behind the conversion of Hornsey Town Hall. 
How it is being sensitively designed to preserve its 
striking features? What new opportunities will it bring 
to the area and why are many of London’s Town Halls 
being redeveloped?

VISUALISING THE FUTURE — DIGITAL 
IMAGES OF THE CITY
Thursday 23 January, 08:30–09:30 — Breakfast Talk
Free

This breakfast talk brings together illustrators, 
producers and industry experts to discuss these 
new technologies and new graphic approaches to 
representing our changing city. How accurate are these 
depictions of a future reality? How much of what we 
visualise is shaped by practicalities and how much is 
idealism? How far do they actually influence the final 
physical place?

COMMUNITY IDEAS. POWERED BY PECHAKUCHA
Tuesday 28 January, 18:30–20:00 — PechaKucha
Free

An evening to showcase projects and illustrate 
best practice for community participation in the 
built environment. 

DON’T MOVE, IMPROVE! 2020 —  
PRIVATE VIEW AND WINNERS ANNOUNCEMENT
Tuesday 11 February, 18:30–20:30 — Private View
Free

Join us as we reveal the exhibition, annual magazine 
and announce the winners of Don’t Move, Improve! 
2020 Celebrating London’s best-designed and most 
innovative home extensions completed in the last two 
years, this exhibition showcases over 100 of the best 
interventions from architects working with London’s 
eclectic mix of building types.

THE LONDON BOROUGHS 2020
Friday 14 February, 08:30–09:30 — Breakfast Talk
Free

Launching NLA’s 2020 report, ‘The London Boroughs’ 
this breakfast talk will explore some of the key 
developments and data in more detail. 

DISSECTING THE NEW LONDON
Wednesday 26 February, 09:00–13:00 
Half-Day Conference
£169 +VAT / Free for Members

This half-day conference presents the key aspects that 
the industry will need to consider when planning for 
the future of the city.

To book or for more information about our upcoming 
events and exhibitions please visit nla.london


